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DAIRY INDUSTRY KEY STATISTICS
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Å1.7 million milking cows

Å1,400 dairies

Å1215 avg. herd size

Å20% of US milk

CA #1 
dairy 

state in US

ÅSB 1383 Reduce dairy 
and livestock methane 
emissions by 40 percent 
from 2013 levels by 2030

Recent 
Legislation



CA GHG Emissions by Sector
3



CALIFORNIAõS DAIRY REGIONS
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Vary by overall population, dairying style, climate, and 

environmental conditions.

Approximately 91 percent of stateõs dairy cows and more than 80 

percent of dairies are in the Central Valley (primarily freestall

barns with flush systems or drylots).

~3 percent of stateõs dairy cows are in North Coast region, such as 

Humboldt, Marin and Del Norte counties, primarily on pasture.

~5.6 percent of dairy cows are in Southern California, including 

Riverside, Imperial, and San Diego counties, primarily on drylots.
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TYPICAL FLUSH LAGOON
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CDFAõs Dairy Methane Programs
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Anaerobic Digesters

ÅPotential for 12 + new projects to be built by 
2020

Å$29-$36 million

Alt. Manure Mgmnt. Practices

ÅSwitch to scrape or solid manure management 
& composting -

Å$ 9 - $16 million



Dairy Digester Research & 

Development Program
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In 2015 - 6 Dairy Digesters Funded
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Project Amount 

awarded

Biogas end-use Status

Verwey-HanfordDairy 

Digester

$3,000,000 Electricity Completed.

OpenSky Ranch $973,430 Electricity Completed.

Verwey-Madera Dairy 

Digester

$2,281,091 Electricity In progress.

West-Star North Dairy 

Biogas Project

$1,837,005 Electricity, 

RCNG in future

In progress.

Lakeview Dairy Biogas 

Project*

$2,000,000 Electricity,

RCNG in future

In progress.

Carlos Echeverria & Sons 

Dairy Biogas Project*

$1,000,000 Electricity, 

RCNG in future

In progress.

* Kern cluster



In 2017 ðAwards Pending
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ÃCDFA Received 36 applications for 

$29 - $36 million.

ÃFunding Recommendations to be 

released later this month

ÃAdditional appropriation of $99 

million for 2017-2018.



Completed Covered Lagoon Digester
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AMMPõs Identified to Date
12


